
US-China Trade  
Policy Timeline 2025

Note: This list is non-exhaustive and excludes US measures that affect all countries such as tariffs on imports of copper, steel 
and aluminum. IEEPA is the International Emergency Economic Powers Act. USTR is the United States Trade Representative.
Sources: Chad P. Bown, Trump’s trade war timeline 2.0: An up-to-date guide, Peterson Institute for International Economics, 20 
November 2025, 10:00 AM, https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economics/2025/trumps-trade-war-timeline-20-date-guide 

US announces tariffs on China, Canada and Mexico 
and end of duty-free treatment of low-value packages 

(de minimis) from these countries from 4 February 
under IEEPA due to fentanyl and immigration crises

US announces 10% baseline tariff from 5 
April and an additional “reciprocal” tariff 

from 9 April based on trade deficits (34% on 
China); US ends de minimis rule for China

US counter-retaliates with an additional 
50% tariffs (84% total with sectoral 

carve-outs; 20% without)

USTR announces measures to address 
China’s actions to dominate the maritime, 

logistics, and shipbuilding sectors

US Court of International Trade orders removal of 
IEEPA tariffs; the decision is appealed and order stayed

Following London meeting, Trump announces China 
deal on Truth Social, but no details are provided

US extends pause on China tariffs 
another 90 days till 10 November

US imposes 10% tariffs, ends de minimis rule for 
China but temporarily restores it the following day

US increases tariffs on 
China from 10 to 20%

China announces targeted tariffs from 10 February, 
export controls, and unreliable entity designations

In retaliation, China announces tariffs on US farm 
products, an antidumping investigation, unreliable 
entity designations, export controls, etc. from 10 March

In retaliation, China announces 34% tariffs from 10 
April, rare earth export controls, unreliable entity 
designations, export controls on 15 companies, etc.

China announces additional 50% tariffs (84% in 
total) from 10 April, unreliable entity designations 
and export controls on 12 companies

China announces additional tariffs 
(125% in total) from 12 April

Following Geneva meeting and joint statement, 
both sides reduce additional tariffs from 125 to 
10% for 90 days pending negotiations

US-China deal: US reduces IEEPA tariffs 
from 20 to 10%; China commits to purchase 
US soybeans and remove retaliatory tariffs and 
critical mineral export controls
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